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Camp or Park Security Checklists # 1 and # 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Camp or Park Security Checklist # 1 is longer at 6 pages and contains survey questions 
and an explanation of each question. Please read this Checklist before beginning your camp 
survey to learn about why each question is asked and how it relates to keeping a camp safe from 
crime.  
 
The Camp or Park Security Checklist # 2 is shorter at 3 pages and contains the same survey 
questions as Checklist # 1 but without explanations. Please print this Checklist to use during 
your walk-around survey and to report the results of your inspection to your counselor. 
 

Camp or Park Security Checklist # 1 
Survey Questions with Explanations    

Scout first name and last name (printed):    
Scout signature:___________________ Date of Inspection:____________    
Use this checklist, or another approved by your counselor, to check that a 
camp or park is safe and secure from crime. 
If the answer to a question is ”Yes” for the camp or park, check “Yes”. 
Questions answered “Yes” show a safe condition. 
If the answer to a question is ”No” for your camp or park, check “No”. 
Questions answered “No” show opportunities for changes for better safety 
and security from burglaries or other crimes. 

   

ENTRANCES, EXITS, AND BOUNDARIES  Yes No N/A 
1. Are camp or park entrances clearly identified from the outside?  
     Clear entrances and exits create a distinction between public and private space. A clear 
camp gateway shows that only Scout groups should enter a Scout camp.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

2..Are camp or park boundaries clearly marked? 
     Clear boundaries make intruders feel less comfortable trespassing. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

3..Are camp or park exits clearly shown from within the camp/park? 
     Clear entrances and exits create a distinction between public and private space. A clear 
camp gateway indicates that only Scout groups should enter a Scout camp.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

4. Is it clear how participants and visitors should check in at the facility? 
     A receptionist or check-in station helps keep individuals who should not be at camp 
from entering the property or feeling comfortable entering the property.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

5. Can approved participants and visitors be clearly identified? 
     Camps may use a wristband or other ID system to show who should be in the facility. 
Outsiders stand out without the wristband, shirt, lanyard, or other identifier. This 
precaution is unlikely to be used at a public park or playground. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 
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6..Is the address and camp or park name visible from the street during day 
and night? 
     A visible address from the street is helpful for emergency personnel to quickly find 
locations in the case of an emergency. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

7..Is the layout of the camp or park easy to understand?  
     An organized layout of camp property helps to direct people to the areas where they 
should be and away from those they are not allowed. This keeps potential criminals from 
feeling comfortable wandering into restricted areas.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

SIGNAGE  Yes No N/A 
8..Can a visitor clearly understand from signage where they should go (and 
where they should not go)? 
     Clear signage helps to direct people to the areas where they should be and away from 
those they aren’t allowed. This keeps potential criminals from feeling comfortable 
wandering into restricted areas.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

9. Does the camp or park have signs that list rules?  
     Posting rules leads more people to follow them.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

10..Is there a rule sign at every entrance and at easily identifiable locations? 
     Rules should be posted at every entrance so that everyone entering the property has seen 
them. It is best to also place them in key areas where people gather. Potential criminals are 
less likely to trespass or violate rules if they cannot claim they weren’t aware of the 
policies. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

11. Does that list of rules stress the buddy system? 
     The buddy system is one of our best mechanisms for keeping people safe. It is always 
helpful to remind people to follow that guideline. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

12. Does that list of rules indicate restrictions for personal firearms on the 
property? 
     Personal firearms, excluding active law enforcement, are prohibited on Scout property. 
A reminder sign for all camp visitors about this national Scouting policy is likely useful. 
Firearms must be under the care and supervision of the range and target sport staff. Public 
parks should have signage indicating their policies related to firearms. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

13. Are there signs stating that the facility is monitored? 
     Signs that indicate a camp is routinely patrolled or monitored by cameras deters 
potential break-ins and trespassing for hunting.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

14. Are there signs near entrances explaining where to seek emergency 
help? 
     These signs help someone reach help quickly.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

SECURITY PATROLS  Yes No N/A 
15. Is the area regularly patrolled by police or someone responsible for 
security? 
     A routine patrol, whether it’s by law enforcement, private security, or an employee 
keeps areas safer. On Scout properties, a Camp Ranger will likely check on the security of 
buildings and grounds. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

ACCESS TO RESTROOMS FROM OUTDOOR ACTIVITY AREAS  Yes No N/A 
16. Are restrooms and other community facilities or amenities located near 
activity areas?  
     Restrooms should be visible from outdoor activity areas and routes to restrooms should 
not pass any location where someone could hide.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

17. Are the entrances to restrooms and other community facilities located 
within a clear line of sight of activity areas? 

❑ ❑ ❑ 
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     Restrooms should be visible from outdoor activity areas and routes to restrooms should 
not pass any location where someone could hide.  
MAINTENANCE OF GROUNDS  Yes No N/A 
18. Is the grass mowed?  
     Mowed grass shows that someone is monitoring and actively caring for the area.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

19. Is the landscaping in good shape and weeds removed where 
appropriate? 
     Well-maintained grounds send a message that someone is regularly nearby and that the 
property is routinely monitored. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

20. Has all graffiti been removed and similar damage corrected? 
     Leaving graffiti or vandalism invites more crime or damage to the facility.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

21. Has all litter been removed? 
     Litter is a sign of disorder and may indicate that no one is monitoring the facility 
closely. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

22. Is there any sign of alcohol, tobacco, or drug paraphernalia? 
     Discarded alcohol bottles, drug equipment, and even cigarette butts suggest that 
substance use is permissible on the property. Since drugs are associated with other forms of 
crime, it is best for a camp to discourage use of all substances in its signage, policies, and 
remove evidence of use from its physical grounds. National Scouting policies prohibit 
smoking, vaping, alcohol, and use of controlled substances including marijuana at Scouting 
activities. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

ACTIVITY SUPPORT Yes No N/A 
23. Is there enough activity in the area during both day and evening for 
safety? 
     Activities provide for passive surveillance of the area. People feel safe because there 
are other people around enjoying the facility 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

24. Is it easy to predict when people will be around? 
     Knowing when an area will be used helps participants feel they are supported by others 
and avoid being isolated in a location. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

25. Do campers or park visitors keep up with local crime in the area? 
     It is always important to know what is happening in your community. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

EXTERIOR OF BUILDINGS (REPEAT FOR EACH BUILDING) Yes No N/A 
26..Are buildings clearly labeled with signs, such as “Dining Hall” or 
“Trading Post”? 
     A visible title is helpful for campers, camp staff, and emergency personnel to quickly 
find locations  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

27. Are there motion sensor lights on the exteriors of buildings? 
     Motion sensor lights often deter criminals from approaching buildings at night. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

28. Is there video surveillance around the exteriors of buildings? 
     Even if video surveillance does not prevent a burglary, the video surveillance can be 
used to help identify the people involved. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

29. Are all lights in working order?  
     All lights should be functional. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

30. Is there any entrance not adequately lit? 
     Every entry/exit point should be lit during evening hours when the facility is open. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

31. Are there signs indicating how to make maintenance requests? 
     These signs help problems get fixed quickly and show potential criminals someone is 
keeping the area safe.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

32. Are there signs to show you where to seek emergency assistance? 
     These signs help someone reach help quickly.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 
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33. Are the doorways, windows, and porches clear of trees and shrubs? 
     It is important that shrubs and trees do not block your view of the grounds and roads. 
Shrubs and trees also provide hiding places for burglars. Burglars are less likely to look 
into windows of camp buildings when they cannot hide behind shrubs near the windows. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

34. Are at least 90% of the windows uncovered by signs and 
advertisements? 
     Businesses and camps often like to put signs, advertisements, or art in their windows, 
but it’s important not to obstruct the view to the exterior. It is recommended that signs take 
up no more than 10% of window space.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

35. Are shrubs near the building trimmed to less than three feet tall? 
     It is important for shrubs to be regularly trimmed to avoid creating hiding spaces.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

36. Are all tree branches trimmed to hang more than six feet above the 
ground? 
     By cutting all tree limbs off that are below 6 feet, open sightlines are created to 
eliminate hiding spots. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

37. Is the maintenance and cleanliness of each building’s exterior 
appropriate?  
     Ask the same questions you did for the grounds generally for each building:  Is the grass 
around it mowed and the landscaping in good shape? Have weeds been removed? Has 
graffiti been removed? Has litter been picked up? Have all signs of substance use been 
removed? 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

EXTERIOR OF BUILDINGS (CONTINUED) Yes No N/A 
38. Is the parking lot visible from the inside of buildings? 
     A person leaving a location should be able to locate their car before exiting the building. 
This is particularly important at night so that they can see they have an unobstructed path 
to their car. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

39. Are parking areas and walkways to buildings well lit? 
     Parking areas and exterior walkways should be lit at night enough so that you can 
identify a person from at least 25 feet away.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

40. Are the fuse boxes locked? 
     If an external fuse box is unlocked, burglars can turn off electricity which will turn off 
security cameras, lights, and burglar alarms. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

41. Are property spaces around each building clearly defined by 
landscaping, short walls, fences or other means? 
     Defining spaces naturally helps to discourage trespassing and create a sense of 
ownership among people that should be there. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

42. Are portions of the property secured with fences and locked gates? 
     Fences and gates help deter unauthorized access to areas that should be restricted.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

43. Is all valuable property, such as tools, maintenance equipment, and 
recreation supplies, near each building put away and secured when not in 
use rather than left outside and unsecured? 
     Camp and park property may be stolen if left unattended at night. Equipment from 
canoe paddles to sports equipment should be properly stored when it is not used to avoid 
enticing potential thieves. This also prevents unauthorized use of boats and other gear that 
carry safety risks when there is no qualified supervision. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

BUILDING DOORS (REPEAT FOR EACH BUILDING) Yes No N/A 
44. Are doors of solid-core construction? 
     A hollow-core door is fragile and only takes a few blows with a hammer to break 
through to reach the lock. Exterior doors should be solid and hard to break. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

45. Do entry doors have wide-angle viewers or peepholes? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
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     A wide-angle viewer or peephole lets someone look outside before exiting the building. 
46. Do all exterior doors have deadbolt locks? 
     A deadbolt lock with a beveled cylinder guard prevents removal with pliers or a pipe 
wrench. The deadbolt should be used in addition to the handle lock. A single cylinder 
deadbolt with a twist knob on the interior side is recommended as this allows for easy exit 
without a key in case of a fire; this type may be required in your area (as opposed to a 
double cylinder deadbolt).  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

47. Are exterior door deadbolt screws at least 3 inches long? 
     Deadbolt screws that are at least 3 inches long are much stronger and make it very 
difficult for someone to break the lock and the door. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

48. Can all doors be securely locked? 
     All exterior doors, porch doors, sliding doors, and balcony doors must be securely 
locked. For sliding doors, a wooden rod can be placed in the floor track to prevent the door 
from opening even when the lock is broken.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

49. Are all exterior doors, door handles, and deadbolts in good condition? 
     Old and broken doors, door handles, and deadbolts should always be replaced 
immediately. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

50. Do all out-swinging doors have hinges with non-removable pins? 
     If out-swinging doors have removable pins, burglars can easily break down the door. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

51. Are all keys accounted for? 
     It is important to know only a select number of people have access to buildings when 
they are locked. A key log should be used. Employees should be given keys that say: “do 
not duplicate.”  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

52. Are ladders secured and access to the roof locked/blocked? 
     Some facilities may have rooftop access. It is important to lock stairways to roofs and 
lock ladders.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

53. Does the facility use materials resistant to vandalism?  
     Some construction materials are hard to paint or carve and make it hard to commit 
vandalism.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

BUILDING INTERIOR (REPEAT FOR EACH BUILDING) Yes No N/A 
54. Are there alarms? 
     Alarms often scare off intruders and automatically call 911 for a faster emergency 
response. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

55. Are all windows and skylights secured? 
     Any window or skylight that can be opened should be locked from the inside.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

56. Do all rooms and bathrooms have locks on doors? 
     When there is a break-in in progress, having locked bedroom and bathroom doors allow 
people to retreat to safer spaces.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

57. Is there video surveillance in shared areas? 
     While surveillance cameras are desirable in some locations and should never be placed 
in bathrooms or changing areas, they are a great way to document crimes, including theft, 
assault, and vandalism, and wildlife, weather, and fire misadventures. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

58. Are all furniture and other things inside the building less than 5 feet 
tall? 
    To keep all sightlines open, internal features of a building should remain less than five 
feet tall. Fixtures such as aisle shelves in a camp trading post should be short enough that 
most adults can see over them and across the room.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

59. Are exits (or exit signage) clearly visible throughout the building? 
    In case of an emergency or crime, people should be able to locate an exit without delay.  

❑ ❑ ❑ 

60. Are some lights left on at night? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
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    Lights left on at night allow passersby to see that no one is in the building. If someone is 
in the building, then they can alert security or police if someone may be trespassing.  
FIREARMS AND DANGEROUS EQUIPMENT Yes No N/A 
61. Are all dangerous equipment and potential weapons securely locked 
away? 
      Any items that might be used as a weapon, from baseball bats to canoe paddles, should 
be securely stored when not in use. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

62. Are slingshots, archery equipment, and tomahawks securely locked 
away? 
     We should be careful with all shooting and throwing sports equipment. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

63. Are firearms stored unloaded in a locked container with trigger locks in 
place on each firearm?  
     Firearms should be locked in a gun safe or a dedicated, locked cabinet and secured with 
trigger locks for added safety. These precautions reduce theft and shooting accidents. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

64. Is ammunition stored separately from firearms? 
     Storing and locking up ammunition separately from firearms makes it harder for an 
intruder to use firearms. It is also good safety practice to prevent shooting accidents. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

65. Is everyone taught to treat every gun as though it were loaded? 
     Firearms should be treated at all times as if they are loaded. 

❑ ❑ ❑ 
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Camp or Park Security Checklist # 2 
Survey Questions Only, Without Explanations 

 
The Camp or Park Security Checklist # 1 is longer at 6 pages and contains survey questions 
and an explanation of each question. Please read this Checklist before beginning your camp 
survey to learn about why each question is asked and how it relates to keeping a camp safe from 
crime. 
 
This Camp or Park Security Checklist # 2 is shorter at 3 pages and contains the same survey 
questions as Checklist # 1 but without explanations. Please print this Checklist # 2 to use during 
your walk-around survey and to report the results of your inspection to your counselor. 
 

Camp or Park Security Checklist 
Survey Questions Only, Without Explanations    

Scout first name and last name (printed):___________________________    
Scout signature:___________________ Date of Inspection:____________    
Use this checklist, or another approved by your counselor, to check that a 
camp or park is safe and secure from crime. 
If the answer to a question is ”Yes” for the camp or park, check “Yes”. 
Questions answered “Yes” show a safe condition. 
If the answer to a question is ”No” for your camp or park, check “No”. 
Questions answered “No” show opportunities for changes for better safety 
and security from burglaries or other crimes. 

   

ENTRANCES, EXITS, AND BOUNDARIES  Yes No N/A 
1..Are camp or park entrances clearly identified from the outside?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 
2..Are camp or park boundaries clearly marked? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
3..Are camp or park exits clearly identified from within the camp or park? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
4. Is it clear how participants and visitors should check in at the facility? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
5. Can approved participants and visitors be clearly identified? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
6..Is the address and cam or park name visible from the street during day 
and night? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

7..Is the layout of the camp or park easy to understand?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 
SIGNAGE  Yes No N/A 
8.. Can a visitor clearly understand from signage where they should go (and 
where they should not go)? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

9.. Does the camp or park have signs that list rules?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 
10.. Is there a rule sign at every entrance and at easily identifiable 
locations? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

11. Does that list of rules stress the buddy system? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
12. Does that list of rules indicate restrictions for personal firearms on the 
property? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

13. Are there signs saying that the facility is monitored? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
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14. Are there signs near entrances explaining where to seek emergency 
help? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

SECURITY PATROLS  Yes No N/A 
15. Is the area regularly patrolled by police or someone responsible for 
security? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

ACCESS TO RESTROOMS FROM OUTDOOR ACTIVITY AREAS  Yes No N/A 
16. Are restrooms and other community facilities or amenities located near 
activity areas?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 

17. Are the entrances to restrooms and other community facilities located 
within a clear line of sight of activity areas? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

MAINTENANCE OF GROUNDS  Yes No N/A 
18. Is the grass mowed? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
19. Is the landscaping in good shape and weeds removed where 
appropriate? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

20. Has all graffiti been removed and similar damage corrected? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
21. Has all litter been removed? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
22. Is there any sign of alcohol, tobacco, or drug paraphernalia? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
ACTIVITY SUPPORT Yes No N/A 
23. Is there enough activity in the area during both day and evening for 
safety? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

24. Is it easy to predict when people will be around? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
25. Do campers or park visitors keep up with local crime in the area? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
EXTERIOR OF BUILDINGS (REPEAT FOR EACH BUILDING) Yes No N/A 
26..Are buildings clearly labeled with signs, such as “Dining Hall” or 
“Trading Post”? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

27. Are there motion sensor lights on the exteriors of buildings? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
28. Is there video surveillance around the exteriors of buildings? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
29. Are all lights in working order?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 
30. Is there any entrance not adequately lit? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
31. Are there signs indicating how to make maintenance requests? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
32. Are there signs to show you where to seek emergency assistance? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
33. Are the doorways, windows, and porches clear of trees and shrubs? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
34. Are at least 90% of the windows uncovered by signs and 
advertisements? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

35. Are shrubs near the building trimmed to less than three feet tall? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
36. Are all tree branches trimmed to hang more than six feet above the 
ground? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

37. Is the maintenance and cleanliness of each building’s exterior 
appropriate?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 

EXTERIOR OF BUILDINGS (CONTINUED) Yes No N/A 
38. Is the parking lot visible from the inside of buildings? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
39. Are parking areas and walkways to buildings well lit? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
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40. Are the fuse boxes locked? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
41. Are property spaces around each building clearly defined with 
landscaping, short walls, fences or other means? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

42. Are portions of the property secured with fences and locked gates? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
43. Is all valuable property, such as tools, maintenance equipment, and 
recreation supplies, near each building put away and secured when not in 
use rather than left outside and unsecured? 

❑ ❑ ❑ 

BUILDING DOORS (REPEAT FOR EACH BUILDING) Yes No N/A 
44. Are doors of solid-core construction? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
45. Do entry doors have wide-angle viewers or peepholes? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
46. Do all exterior doors have deadbolt locks? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
47. Are exterior door deadbolt screws at least 3 inches long? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
48. Can all doors be securely locked? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
49. Are all exterior doors, door handles, and deadbolts in good condition? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
50. Do all out-swinging doors have hinges with non-removable pins? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
51. Are all keys accounted for? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
52. Are ladders secured and access to the roof locked/blocked? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
53. Does the facility use materials resistant to vandalism?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 
BUILDING INTERIOR (REPEAT FOR EACH BUILDING) Yes No N/A 
54. Are there alarms? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
55. Are all windows and skylights secured? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
56. Do all rooms and bathrooms have locks on doors? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
57. Is there video surveillance in common areas? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
58. Are all furniture and other things inside the building less than 5 feet 
tall? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

59. Are exits (or exit signage) clearly visible throughout the building? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
60. Are some lights left on at night? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
FIREARMS AND DANGEROUS EQUIPMENT Yes No N/A 
61. Are all dangerous equipment and potential weapons securely locked 
away? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

62. Are slingshots, archery equipment, and tomahawks securely locked 
away? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

63. Are firearms stored unloaded in a locked container with trigger locks in 
place on each firearm?  ❑ ❑ ❑ 

64. Is ammunition stored separately from firearms? ❑ ❑ ❑ 
65. Is everyone taught to treat every gun as though it were loaded? ❑ ❑ ❑ 

 
 


