Environmental Impact Assessment Template
Requirement 10: Identify the environmental impact topics that would need to be addressed for a construction project such as building a house, adding a new building to your Scout camp, or one you create on your own that is approved by your counselor. Evaluate the purpose and benefit of the proposed project, alternatives (including a no-action alternative), and any environmental consequences. Discuss with your counselor.
Scout Name: ___________________________

Date: ___________________________
1. Project Description
Name of Project: ___________________________________________
Purpose / Benefit: Describe a construction project that might be proposed for your community by your local or state government. Suggested projects include building a new highway or bridge in a rural area; building a new school or library on farmland; building a bicycle path or nature trail in a wooded area; or paving over a vacant lot for parking cars. Include a description of the size and nature of the project and how the community will benefit from it.






2. Project Location
(i) Describe the area where the project will be built (The project is imaginary, but the site must be a real place.)
Record the following data for the project site:
a.	What types of plant and animal life are at the site?
b.	What type of ecosystem (forest, grassland, desert, etc.) is it?
c.	Has it been disturbed before?
d.	Is it a habitat for an endangered or threatened species?
e.	Does it slope? Would the soil be in danger of erosion during construction?
f.	Are there streams or wetlands such as swamps at the site?
g.	Is there reason to believe important fossils or artifacts are at the site?
h.	Are there activities on lands next to the site?












(ii) Map / Sketch the area:
(Include trees, streams, wildlife habitats, trails, or other important features)


3. Environmental Impact Checklist
For each feature below, note possible impacts of the project. Think about both long and short-term impacts. In the blank rows, add any other features relevant for your site.
	Feature
	Possible Impact
	How Could It Be Reduced / Managed?

	Soil / topsoil
	
	

	Trees / plants
	
	

	Wildlife (animals, insects, birds)
	
	

	Water / runoff
	
	

	Traffic & Parking
	
	

	Noise
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





4. Alternatives
List at least two alternatives for the project, including a “no-action” option.















5. Summary and Discussion
Discuss the trade-offs between the short- and long-term environmental losses and the short- and long-term benefits of the proposed project.




Determine how the proposed project would permanently prevent other uses of the site. If a vacant lot is paved, for example, then that land could not be used for a community garden.




6. Conclusions
Based on your review of the proposed project, identify what information would need to be included in an environmental impact statement and whether you think the project should go ahead as designed or be stopped. If you recommend stopping the project, tell why and suggest any alternative designs or projects that you would support.




