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Safety and First Aid.

First-Aid Practices
To help ensure that your experience in working with  
leather will be both safe and fun, review the basic first-aid 
instructions given below before beginning to work with  
leather. See the First Aid merit badge pamphlet for more  
information on treating injuries.

Skin Irritation
Some dyes, cements, and finishes may cause redness, a burning  
sensation, itching, or swelling if they come into contact with skin.

HOW TO TREAT

•	 Wash the affected area with soap and water.

•	 Seek medical attention immediately if the irritation continues.

Ingested Poisoning
Poisoning is the most frequent cause of accidental death among 
young children. They will swallow almost anything, including the 
chemicals used in leatherworking, so store such materials well out  
of their reach.

Symptoms of poisoning include nausea, stomach pains, vomiting, 
burns around the mouth, and erratic breathing. Often the most  
important sign of poisoning is the presence of the poison—open  
bottles, spilled chemicals, or other evidence of what might have  
been swallowed.

HOW TO TREAT

•	 Immediately find a telephone, taking any poison containers you find 
along with you. 

•	 Call the poison control center toll-free at 800-222-1222, the local 
emergency center at 9-1-1, or an operator, and follow the  
instructions you are given. 

•	 Treat the victim for shock and monitor breathing. 

•	 Do not give anything by mouth unless you are told to do so  
by medical professionals.
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Cuts, Scratches, and Puncture Wounds
Cuts and scratches are wounds—openings in the skin and tissues that 
can allow germs to enter the body and cause infection. 

Puncture wounds can be dangerous because they allow germs 
into a wound that is hard to clean. 

Remember, anyone suffering a serious wound should be treated 
for shock and seen by a physician immediately.

HOW TO TREAT

For minor scratches and cuts:

•	 Wash the wound with soap and water.

•	 Apply antiseptic to help prevent infection.

•	 Keep the wound clean by covering it with an adhesive bandage.

For larger cuts:

•	 Apply direct pressure to stop bleeding.

•	 Clean the wound as much as possible to limit infection. 

•	 Cover an open wound with a sterile gauze pad or clean cloth folded 
into a pad. Hold the pad in position with tape, a cravat bandage, or 
other binder.

For puncture wounds:

•	 Encourage the wound 
to bleed to help 
remove anything 
that might have been 
forced inside.

•	 Use sterilized tweezers 
to pull out splinters, 
bits of glass, or other 
objects you can see.

•	 Wash the area with 
soap and water, apply 
a sterile bandage, and 
see a doctor.

Being careful when using leathercrafting tools 
will help prevent injuries.


