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A Word Ahout Youth Protection

Child abuse is a serious problem in our society, and unfortunately, it can occur anywhere, even in Scouting. Youth
safety is of paramount importance to Scouting. For that reason, the BSA continues to create barriers to abuse
beyond what have previously existed in Scouting.

The Boy Scouts of America places the greatest importance on providing the most secure environment possible
for our youth members. To maintain such an environment, the BSA has developed numerous procedural and
leadership selection policies, and provides parents and leaders with numerous online and print resources for the
Cub Scout, Boy Scout, and Venturing programs.

The BSA requires Youth Protection training for all registered leaders.

New leaders are required to complete Youth Protection training. To take the training online, go to my.Scouting.org
and establish an account using the member number you receive when you register for BSA membership. If you
take the training online before you obtain a member number, be sure to return to MyScouting and enter your
number for training record credit. Your BSA local council also provides training on a regular basis if you cannot
take it online. For more information, refer to the back of the BSA adult membership application, No. 524-501.

Youth Protection training must be taken every two years—regardless of position. If a volunteer does not meet the
BSA's Youth Protection training requirement at the time of recharter, the volunteer will not be reregistered.

We encourage all adults, including all parents, to take the BSA's Youth Protection training.
To find out more about the Youth Protection policies of the Boy Scouts of America and how to help Scouting
keep your family safe, see the Parent’s Guide in any of the Cub Scouting or Boy Scouting handbooks, or go to

http://www.scouting.org/Training/YouthProtection.aspx.
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All program divisions of the Boy Scouts of America, from Cub Scouting through Venturing, use responsible outdoor
adventure programs to promote character development and values-based leadership training. Activities in and on the
water constitute a large subset of the programs that attract youth to and retain youth in the movement. Millions of youth
participate yearly in aquatics activities during BSA outings under the leadership of more than a million adult volunteers.

The Scouting program is delivered through small local groups led by volunteers and sponsored by local civic clubs,
churches, schools, and other organizations. Those groups, known generically as units, vary in size and name depend-
ing on the age of the youth being served. Units within a geographic division, or district, are assisted by professionals
employed by a council. Individual units often take advantage of council summer camps where trained staff members
assume the responsibility for quality program delivery, but many units also conduct aquatics activities under their own
leadership. Youth camps conducted by other organizations are often standalone programs limited to a short duration
in the summer. BSA camps are simply one element of a year-round unit program. The BSA encourages unit aquatics
initiatives, whether itis a den leader taking advantage of a parent’s offer of a backyard pool, or a crew taking off on its
own Boundary Waters canoe trek from a Northern Tier National High Adventure base camp.



A key to safe, effective unit aquatics activities is informed
and conscientious unit leadership. Serious mishaps during
BSA events are rare. Although various aquatics activities
can involve some degree of risk, those risks are mitigated
by the training and commitment of BSA volunteer leaders.
Properly conducted swimming and boating programs are
safe as well as fun, exciting, and rewarding.

According to BSA guidelines:

All swimming and activity afloat must be super-

vised by a mature and conscientious adult age 21

or older who

e understands and knowingly accepts responsibility
for the well-being and safety of youth members in his
or her care,

e isexperienced in the particular activity,

e s confident in his or her ability to respond appropri-
ately in an emergency, and

e is trained and committed to the nine points of
BSA Safety Afloat and/or the eight points of Safe
Swim Defense.

The den leader, Cubmaster, Scoutmaster, or crew Advisor
who accompanies the unit on an outing is always respon-
sible for the first and last bulleted points. However, BSA
policies do not specify thatthe unitleader must be the one
who satisfies all of the above criteria. Under appropriate
circumstances, the unit leader may delegate responsibil-

ity to others. For example, a Scout troop at a water park
with trained lifeguards on duty need not assign separate
unit personnel to perform water rescue. A Venturing crew
on a whitewater excursion may rely on a licensed outfitter
to provide the necessary equipment and trained guides.

As the above examples demonstrate, a unit can participate
in fun and challenging aquatics activities even if unit
leaders lack the knowledge and skill to conduct the activity
themselves. On the other hand, a troop on its way to a
jamboree need not forgo the use of a hotel pool just
because the facility does not employ a professional
lifeguard, provided unit leaders are properly prepared.

This publication provides the unit leader with information
needed to determine when proper safeguards are in place
for a unit aquatics activity, whether those safeguards are
provided by a facility operator or the unit itself. Basic skills
needed by the unit to function on its own are reviewed, as
well as what to look for in a facility or operator.

After a review of this material, the unit leader should be
confident in his or her ability to judge when an aquatics
activity is safe, when the risk is unacceptable, or when
his or her background is insufficient to make that deter-
mination. Experienced, informed leaders often develop a
sixth sense or intuition with regard to an action. When an
activity exceeds the leader’'s comfort zone, it should be
curtailed or modified.

Chapter 1: Qualified Supervision: Roles and Responsibilities of Unit Leaders



A review of program opportunities is appropriate before discussing how to conduct those activities safely. This information
also provides a basic Scouting background for volunteers whose aquatics training is from other agencies. Probably no other
organization offers its members the range of aquatics pursuits that Scouting offers. Scouting tailors these programs to match
the maturity of the youth in various divisions, from Tigers in the first grade through 20-year-old coed Venturing members.

All aquatics program activities comply with BSA Safe Swim Defense and Safety Afloat standards, which will be covered
extensively in the following chapters. Most of the aquatics activities also require the Scout to pass a basic 100-yard BSA
swimmer classification test. Therefore, teaching the nonswimmer to swim is of primary importance, both for safety and to
give the youth member the opportunity to participate with his/her peers in all aspects of the program.



The basic Cub Scout unit is a den of
six to eight Cub Scouts served by an
adult den leader. Dens are organized
into packs under a Cubmaster. Cub
Scouting isthe largest Scouting division
with more than 1.4 million members.

The Cub Scouting program is based on age or school year.
All new members first complete the Bobcat orientation
program. However, a child in the third grade who joins
Scouting begins the program at that stage without
completing the first- and second-grade modules.

Children in the first , second, and third grades work on
Tiger, Wolf, and Bear badges. Cub Scouts in the fourth
and fifth grades undertake more advanced activities
while working on the Webelos and Arrow of Light ranks.

Cub Scouts experience a series of adventures either indi-
vidually with their family or as part of their den. There are
required adventures for each badge plus electives. Each
badge has an elective adventure that focuses on swim-
ming and boating skills and safety.

v & Tiger:
L0y

ijﬂ Floats and
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Wolf:
Spirit of
the Water
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Bear:
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Light:
Aquanaut
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Immediately after completing an adventure, the Cub Scout
is presented with the appropriate belt loop or pin.

Swimming is an important life skill. Children may be intro-
duced to the water as toddlers, or even younger, but they
don’t become proficient at swimming until later. The early
school years are a good time to teach children to swim,
either individually by a knowledgeable parent orin a group
with a qualified instructor. Since a single set of lessons
typically does not impart the desired water competency,
it is important to continue instruction and closely super-
vised activities until comfort in the water approaches that
of walking. Cub Scouts whose dens consistently choose
the water electives will be well served. Tigers hold their
breath in a prone glide, Wolves swim for 25 feet in shal-
low water, Bears attempt the BSA beginner swimming
classification in deep water, and Webelos attempt the 100-
yard BSA swimmer classification. Basic water safety and
rescues are also progressively addressed.

Den leaders who lack confidence in their ability to con-
duct the water adventures should first review the meet-
ing plans in the den leader guide. Cub Scouts who have
taken Red Cross, YMCA, or other formal swimming les-
sons should already have the basic swimming skills. Den
leaders may also seek guidance from their local council
aquatics committee. That committee may help arrange
learn-to-swim opportunities for dens and may also help
districts incorporate water adventure elements into Cub
Scout day and resident camps. (If your council lacks such
a committee, see Appendix 1.)

A youth can join a Scouts BSA troop
after completing the fifth grade and
may continue with the program
through age 17. Troops are served by
adult Scoutmasters and are subdivided
into patrols of eight to 10 under youth
leadership. Scouts BSA advance
in rank from Tenderfoot to Eagle Scout. Recognition is
achieved by meeting standards of performance. That is
in contrast to the Cub Scouting program where youth are
rewarded for “doing their best,” or some outside sports
programs with an emphasis on competition. Each Scout
progresses through the ranks in order.

For Scouts BSA, both Second Class and First Class ranks
require demonstration of basic swimming skills and



aquatics safety. Those requirements are found in the
Scouts BSA Handbook. To advance to Eagle Scout rank,
a Scout must know how to swim.

Specialty skills are learned by earning merit badges that also
count toward rank advancement. There are several aquatics
merit badges, described below. Each of those requires the
Scout to first pass the BSA swimmer classification test.
Troops should arrange for basic swimming instruction so
that Scouts are able to meet the Second and First Class rank
requirements and continue with the aquatics merit badges.
Instruction can be done at the troop level by working directly
with individual Scouts or arranging for them to enroll in
various learn-to-swim programs. Some districts offer winter
programs that include basic swimming instruction. All troops
have access to council summer camp programs where basic
swimming instruction is offered and tied to rank requirements
as anincentive.
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Scouts earn merit badges
by working with an approved
counselor registered with the
BSA. Scouts are connected
with counselors through their
Scoutmaster. Adults wishing
to serve as counselors should
review Appendix 2 and
contact a Scoutmaster or the
council office. Pamphlets for
each merit badge list
requirementsand performance
standards. Counselors are
expected to present and
evaluate the skills as
specified in those pamphlets.
Counselors are often aware
of alternative or advanced techniques. However, merit
badge material is specifically designed for those of Scout
age and serves as an introduction to a subject requiring
basic skills rather than professional expertise. Merit badge
material is reviewed regularly. Scouts and counselors
should check that they have the most recent pamphlet by
comparing the requirements with those in the Scouts BSA
Requirements booklet published annually. Since special
equipment is required for some of the aquatics merit
badges, Scouts earn many of them when the troop attends
a weeklong summer camp with trained counselors on-site.
However, all merit badges may be earned year-round by a
Scout and a buddy working with a counselor.

MERIT BADGE SERIES

-

S L
SMALL-BOAT
SAILING

- N
i

The Swimming merit badge, with
more than 73,000 earned each year, is
among the most popular, second only
to First Aid. Requirements include
proficiency in several strokes as well
as associated swimming and safety
skills. Many children learn the basics of swimming at an
early age but stop formal lessons before becoming
proficient in the strokes. The Swimming merit badge
polishes the skills needed for a person to be competent,
and confident, in the water. The Swimming, Hiking, or
Cycling merit badge is required for Eagle Scout rank.

The Lifesaving merit badge teaches
~ the Scout a progression of water-
- rescue techniques. Itis one of the few
remaining programs in the United
States that prepares an individual to
deal with the range of emergency
situations likely to be encountered
inadvertently in and around the water.
Some prominent water-safety
organizations offer basic water-
rescue courses to the general public
that stop short of in-water rescues,
which are essential for a victim on the
bottom of a backyard pool. Those
organizations do teach in-water
rescues to lifeguards, but lifeguards
have specific equipment, a known
area, and backup that a lifesaver
happening on a scene may lack. The need for a complete
water-rescue course, even for those of Scout age, is
easily demonstrated. Each year, the BSA awards roughly
a hundred medals to Scouts and Scouters of all ages,
including Cub Scouts, who rescue people from drowning.
Those rescues are reported by active members. Rescues
performed by the millions of former members are not as
easy to track. Many of those performing rescues have not
earned the Lifesaving merit badge, which is one reason
basic water-rescue techniques are discussed throughout
the program rather than only for this specific badge. BSA
members of all ages do encounter situations where their
actions are critical for saving lives. Most children faced
with a friend or sibling in danger will attempt some action.
The BSA strives to give youth the tools needed to make
proper decisions in such circumstances. The BSA also
tracks drownings that occur during Scouting functions.
For decades, there have been no incidents of a Scout
drowning while attempting to save another. Rescuer

Chapter 2: BSA Aquatics: A Wealth of Opportunities



safety is a major emphasis of the program. A Scout must
earn either the Lifesaving or the Emergency Preparedness
badge for the Eagle rank. More than 26,000 Lifesaving
merit badges are earned yearly.

The Canoeing merit badge is
designed to provide a Scout with
tandem and solo skills to safely and
efficiently travel on flat water. More
than 33,000 are earned yearly.

The Whitewater meritbadge extends
skills learned in earning the Canoeing
badge to cover Class | and Class Il
flowing water. The requirements may
be completed using kayaks or rafts as
well as canoes. Because special
equipment, settings, and instruction
are required, this merit badge is not
accessible to as many Scouts, with
just over 3,000 earned yearly.

The Rowing merit badge covers
basic rowing techniques applicable to
conventional and sliding-seat rowing.
Although craft designed and equipped
for rowing are not that common, this
remains a popular merit badge,
particularly at summer camps. More
than 11,000 are earned yearly.

The Small-Boat Sailing merit
badge gives an introduction to basic
sailing techniques and seamanship.
More than 17,000 are earned yearly.

The Motorboating merit badge
covers basic boat handling and safety.
Scouts are not allowed to operate a
motorboat without a counselor on
board and must adhere to state
regulations that sometimes mandate
additional age and skill requirements.
More than 11,000 are earned yearly.

Chapter 2: BSA Aquatics: A Wealth of Opportunities

The Water Sports meritbadge requires
basic skills in either waterskiing or
L wakeboarding, and has replaced the
Waterskiing merit badge. More than
3,000 are earned per year.

The Scuba Diving merit badge requires
the Scout to first earn the Swimming
merit badge and to then obtain Open
Water Diver Certification from a
diver training agency recognized in
Scouting’s policy on scuba. This high-
adventure, environmental awareness program sets the
stage for lifelong recreational and professional pursuits.
More than 6,000 have been earned since the merit badge
was introduced in 2009.

The Kayaking merit badge teaches
basic kayaking skills and safety for
calm water. Those skills support the
very popular use of kayaks for
recreational activities and also serve
as alead-into advanced paddle sports
such as sea/touring and whitewater kayaking. It was
introduced in 2012 and rapidly became one of the most
popular outdoor merit badges with 36,000 earned in 2013.

Venturing is for young men and
women ages 14 to 20, or 13 with
completion of the eighth grade, and
has nearly 200,000 participants. The
program is focused on four content
areas: adventure, leadership, service,
and personal growth. Leadership of a
Venturing crew is provided by the members under
consultation with adult Advisors. Venturers may earn the
Venturing, Discovery, Pathfinder, and Summit awards.
Crews may undertake various high-adventure treks such
as wilderness canoeing, whitewater rafting, sailboat
cruising, and scuba diving. Aiding them in such efforts is a
network of BSA high-adventure bases.



Sea Scoutingis a specialized program
for older youth with an emphasis on
boating skills and maritime heritage.
Sea Scout units, called ships, focus
on cruising sailboats or power
vessels. While many ships are near
the coast, others are based on inland
waters. During the boating season,
Sea Scouts learn to maintain and operate their vessel, with a
focus on learning safe and proper handling. Sea Scouts also
learn the meaning of buoys and lights, how to take advantage
of wind and tide, and how to drop anchor or approach a dock.
Most ships hold formal meetings conducted in full dress or
work uniforms. Swimming, lifesaving, first aid, Coast Guard
Auxiliary Sailing and Seamanship, and cardiopulmonary
resuscitation courses are taught by ship youth and adult
leaders. State safe-bhoating courses are often included in the
program. Members may work on advancement culminating
in the Quartermaster Award. The U.S. Coast Guard provides
a recognition certificate for those who earn that award.
Learn more about Sea Scouting at www.seascout.org.

Several BSA aquatics activity awards, not tied to
advancement, promote water safety and are available
to Boy Scouts and Venturers but not Cub Scouts. The
various pieces of support material for each award,
such as cards, patches, and fliers, are listed at the end
of this chapter. Much of the material covering skills
for the awards is presented in this publication, and
application forms are provided in Appendix 3.

In Scouting, the emphasis is on programming for youth.
However, some of these awards promote important skill
and safety information that will help a unitleader conduct
a safe unit activity. Therefore, these awards may also be
earned by unit leaders and other registered volunteers
(collectively known as Scouters). Often, training sessions
are more effective when conducted separately for
different age groups, but in some situations it is more
practical for unit leaders to attend the same training
sessions as unit members. Generally, Scouts should be
given priority over Scouters when equipment is limited.
Mile Swim BSA. This award
g 5% promotes physical fitness as well as

confidence. Several training and
conditioning sessions culminate in a
continuous mile-long swim in safe
conditions. The distance can be
covered in a pool or in open water.
Policies for distance swimming in open water are covered
in detail in the Safe Swim Defense discussion in Chapter
6. Although the Mile Swim recognition is designed to
build stamina, anyone who has mastered restful
swimming strokes such as the elementary backstroke,
the sidestroke, or the restful breaststroke should be able
to complete the distance with ease. There is no time limit
for completing the swim.

Snorkeling BSA. This award
encourages the development of basic
skills using a mask, snorkel, and fins.
The requirements must be completed
in clear, confined water. Snorkeling
BSA skills are prerequisites to unit
snorkeling activities in open water.

S
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Such activities are covered by Safe Swim Defense and
similar guidelines in BSA Snorkeling Safety, reviewed in
Chapter 11 with a presentation of the skills.

Scuba BSA. In earning this award,
Scouts and Scouters get an
introductory scuba experience in
clear, confined water conducted by
a professionally trained scuba
instructor. Venturing crews may
take part in scuba certification
courses and open-water dives under the guidelines of the
BSA Scuba Policy in Chapter 11.

Kayaking BSA. This award
recognizes the growing interest in
kayaking both in the public and in
Scouting. Kayaking BSA skills in
Chapter 17 satisfy Safety Afloat
training guidelines for kayaking
excursions on calm water.

Boardsailing BSA. This award

was introduced when boardsailing

first became popular and remains a

E basic introduction to the sport.
Skills necessary for the award are
discussed in Chapter 24.

BSA Stand Up Paddleboarding.
This award, released to coincide
with SUP programs at the 2013
National Scout Jamboree, provides
basic skill and safety instruction for
stand up paddleboarding in calm
water. Look for requirements online
at www.scouting.org and in Appendix 3 of this manual.

Whitewater Rafting BSA. Many
Scouting units participate in rafting
trips conducted by outfitters or
councils. This award recognizes
the challenge and adventure of
such activities. The award is
available to BSA youth and adults
who are members of Boy Scout, Venturing, or Sea Scout
units. Requirements focus on safety and basic paddling
skills on white water up to Class Ill. All instruction and
skill completions are directly supervised by a
professionally trained or licensed rafting guide. A
qualified raft captain must be in each raft during the
required trip. Participants help power and control the raft
with paddles—simply riding in a raft rowed by a guide is
not sufficient.

Chapter 2: BSA Aquatics: A Wealth of Opportunities



More than 115,000 units are served by nearly 300 local
councils, each of which operates at least one of the more
than 400 organized BSA camping facilities. Almost all of
the council camps offer basic programs in swimming,
lifesaving, rowing, and canoeing. Some include sailing,
kayaking, motorboating, and waterskiing. More than
50 percent of the camps offer units the option of some
type of float trip, on or off council property. Some are
simple overnight trips on flat water; others are weeklong
excursions on flowing water.

The National Council has approved roughly 60 of the
council camps as high-adventure bases with treks lasting
five days or more. While some feature backpacking,
others offer canoeing, kayaking, rafting, or sailing. Some
offer scuba certification or other advanced skills as a
resident program. Most will accept out-of-council troops,
and several accommodate coed crews. A listing of the
camps and their programs can be found at the national
BSA website, www.scouting.org.

The BSA also operates four national high-adventure
programs, several of which offer aquatics programs.

The Northern Tier National
High Adventure Program
(www.ntier.org) stages canoe
treks from three base camps. As
is the model for Scout camping in
general, a troop or crew that
meets year-round comes with its

own adult leadership, although occasionally a council may
recruit a contingent from several units. Northern Tier
normally provides a trained staff member to accompany
inexperienced groups, but experienced units may elect to
travel without guidance. Each summer, roughly 5,000
Scouts in groups of six to 11 take wilderness canoe trips
lasting six to 10 days.

The Charles L. Sommers base camp near Ely, Minnesota,
has been the starting point for trips into the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness since 1923. The camp
operates a radio base station that forms an important
part of the emergency response system for the area.
Commercial outfitters often instruct their customers to
contact a BSA crew in case of emergency. The Rogert
base camp near Atikokan, Ontario, accesses Quetico
Provincial Park from the Canadian side. A base camp in
Bissett, Manitoba, stages treks into Atikaki Park via float
plane to Scout Lake.

The Florida National High
Adventure Sea Base
(www.hsaseabase.org)
began operations in the
1970s and now runs two
staging areas in the Florida
Keys. The sea base operates
one of the largest scuba
programs in the United
States with roughly 1,500 participants yearly. While many
participants seek scuba certification, those already
certified may dive from boats stationed at the base or
from live-aboard sailboats. Another 9,000 or so engage in
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various boating activities. Some kayak to a 110-acre
island owned by the base and camp Robinson Crusoe-
style. Others sail the Keys and the Bahamas on
live-aboard vessels.

-
/\
Summit: -

BECHTEL RESERVE™

The newest BSA
national facility is
the Summit Bechtel
Family National Scout Reserve in West Virginia. The
Summit site includes the Paul R. Christen High Adventure
Base and the James C. Justice National Scout Camp. The
Summit is not limited to aquatics: It has world-class
climbing, canopy tours, mountain biking, and other high-
adventure activities. However, it is adjacent to the New
River Gorge National River managed by the U.S. National
Park Service. Because the New River Gorge is home to
some of the world's best white water, whitewater
programs are central experiences at the Summit.

Although Scouting offers units many exciting opportunities
for high-adventure treks, units are not restricted to
using only BSA facilities. Some units “go it alone” on
yearly journeys down a local river. Others contract
with commercial outfitters for equipment, supplies, and
guides. The Northern Tier handles roughly half of the
Scouting units traveling to the Boundary Waters each
year, according to estimates. So long as Safe Swim
Defense and Safety Afloat guidelines are followed by
conscientious, trained leaders, units are encouraged to
provide youth with exciting, challenging, age-appropriate
opportunities for growth and leadership development.

National Jamhorees

Every four years the National
Council sponsors a national
jamboree to which local councils
send contingents totaling roughly
40,000 for a 10-day encampment. In
2013, the Summit was designated as
the permanent site for the National
Scout Jamboree. Initial jamboree
aquatics programs at the Summit included whitewater
rafting, dragon boating, paddleboarding, kayaking,
introductory scuba, and a water challenge course. Those
programs will change as facilities are developed and
interests evolve. The Summit will also host the 24th World
Jamboree in 2019.

Training Programs for Aduits
(and Older Youth)

Such diverse and extensive aquatics programs mean the
BSA must recruit and/or train volunteers to provide the
program at the unit level, as well as professionals, full-time
and seasonal, to assist units via camp operations. Several
training options are available to registered adults and older
youth to meet unit and summer camp staff needs.
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Safe Swim Defense and Safety Afloat
Commitment Training

K23 Safe Swim Defense|

Safety!
Afloat

Basic training introduces Safe Swim Defense and Safety
Afloat procedures. The plans emphasize prevention but
also cover emergency recognition and response. Such
training is required whenever a unit goes swimming
or boating. Awareness training for these policies may
be provided by lectures or videos at various training
events. Introductory training is also available at
my.scouting.org. Unit leaders who attend summer camps
are provided opportunities to practice the procedures
with staff assistance.

Safe Swim Defense and Safety Afloat
Skills Training

A simple introduction to rules
and procedures should allow a
conscientious leader to assess
his/her readiness to conduct a
unit aquatics activity. However,
the policies suggest or mandate
various skills that cannot be
learned in a lecture or online.
To fill that gap are two hands-on
courses that provide the unit
leader with basic skills. Aquatics
Supervision:  Swimming and
Water Rescue and Aquatics Supervision: Paddle Craft
Safety provide in-depth training in Safe Swim Defense
and Safety Afloat principles along with basic swimming,
boating, and rescue skills. Situations requiring more
advanced skills are reviewed, with sources for such
training. These courses are highly recommended
for unit leaders whenever a unit swims at a location
without professional lifeguards or undertakes a boating
expedition without a trained guide. This publication
serves as the manual for the two courses. Requirements
are given in Appendix 3. The courses are taught by
authorized instructors following standardized guidelines.

BSA Lifeguard

For three-quarters of a century,
BSA  Lifeguard and its
predecessor, Scout Lifeguard,
served the needs of units and
summer camps for water safety
leadership training. Over that
time, more and more programs
requiring specialized skills, such as snorkeling and
kayaking, have been added. The skills that define the
standard of care for summer camp operations, such as
spinal injury management, have also evolved. Those
changes made it increasingly difficult to meet all the
needs in a single course of reasonable duration.
Therefore, the emphasis of BSA Lifeguard has changed.
The primary purpose is no longer to give units the skills
necessary to conduct safe swimming and boating
activities. The two Aquatics Supervision awards in
Swimming and Water Rescue and Paddle Craft Safety are
designed to meet that need. The revised BSA Lifeguard
program now focuses on the need to provide BSA-
operated facilities, such as summer camps, with training
that meets the requirements of government agencies for
professional lifequards at regulated swimming activities.
The program is open to all registered adults and older
youth and is a recommended adjunct to the Aquatics
Supervision awards for unit leaders who wish to expand
their water safety skills and for youth who wish to work
on the aquatics staffs at BSA camps.

BSA Aquatics Instructor

BSA Aquatics Instructor is the
highest level of training,
achievement, and recognition
for adults in Scouting aquatics.
The training prepares adults for
leadership roles in year-round
a