
 

 

 

August 3, 2026 Edition 

“A volunteer’s greatest legacy isn’t what they accomplish today, but the confidence and 

character they help build in tomorrow’s leaders.” – Anon. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Join the National Membership Mixer, August 9 

How can your unit create a welcoming experience that helps today's families feel like they 

belong? Find out during the National Membership Mixer on Sunday, August 9, at 8:00 p.m. EDT. 

This month's topic, "Onboarding Today's Families," features council membership volunteers 

Anne Shumaker and Eric Sampson, who will share insights and best practices they brought back 

from this summer's Growing Scouting Conference at Philmont. Register here. 

New Merit Badges Debut at the 2026 National Scout Jamboree 

The 2026 Jamboree showcased two new merit badges, giving Scouts an opportunity to explore 

emerging fields while building valuable skills. The Wildland Fire Management Merit Badge, 

developed in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and 

the Society of American Foresters, introduces Scouts to wildfire behavior, prevention, 

emergency preparedness, and related career paths through interactive, hands-on experiences. 

The Competitive Gaming Merit Badge highlights the growing world of esports, teaching 

teamwork, strategy, sportsmanship, and career opportunities in gaming, streaming, and 

technology.  

Scoutbook Plus Just Got Even More Useful for Commissioners 

You can now access the same units in Scoutbook Plus that you have in Commissioner Tools. 

Simply select the Commissioner role in the upper-right corner, then click Units to search for and 

access the unit you're serving. Now it’s even easier to support your units in one place. 

All Units Can Participate in the Messengers of Peace Program 

What if every service project Scouts completed became part of something bigger? Through the 

Messengers of Peace program, acts of service - from collecting food and restoring trails to 

supporting veterans, cleaning parks, and helping after disasters - become part of a global 

movement to build stronger, more peaceful communities. Millions of Scouts worldwide are 

making a difference through Messengers of Peace. Learn more here. 

https://scouting-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/3uXAXuLORmGh1GrNwUvWEw
https://www.scouting.org/merit-badges/wildland-fire-management/
https://www.scouting.org/merit-badges/competitive-gaming/
https://www.scouting.org/international/messengers-of-peace/


 

 

Don’t Overlook Yard Signs as a Tool for Membership Growth 

Yard signs may be simple, but they are a powerful way to make Scouting visible in your 

community. Scouting America’s Ben Buckelew shares here how signs placed near schools, 

neighborhoods and community spaces help families recognize that Scouting is active and 

available. Visibility builds awareness long before a family is ready to join.  

Reminder: Commissioners Connections and Impact Weekend, August 7 - 9 

Join fellow Scouting leaders August 7 through 9 at Camp Big Timber in Elgin, Illinois, for the 

Three Fires Council Commissioner Connections Weekend, featuring the Summer National 

Commissioner Impact Session on Saturday, August 8. This is more than a training event. It's a 

chance to build relationships, exchange ideas, and return home with new energy and practical 

tools to better serve your units. Register here.  

Reminder: Sign Up Now to Attend a Scoutconnect Webinar, August 13 

Scouting America’s Technology Group is hosting webinars this summer to update Scouters on 

changes to the technology tools available today. Scoutconnect is the project name and will 

include changes to BeAScout, Online Registration, and in the future, My.Scouting and 

Scoutbook+. Join the next webinar a few minutes before 8 PM Eastern on August 13 using this 

link. Preregistration is not available.  

National Membership Engagement Committee 

The National Membership Committee is now the National Membership Engagement 

Committee. Follow their Facebook page and Instagram account for great ideas, resources, and 

tips to help grow Scouting and engage more families. 

Follow Us On Social Media 

Access news as it breaks by following the Commissioners of Scouting America's Facebook page 

and Instagram account and help spread the word about Scouting by liking and sharing posts.  

 

Ask a Commissioner 

Question: A troop I serve won't wear Scout pants but wears jeans instead. What should I do? 

Answer: As a commissioner, our role is to support units by helping them deliver the best 

possible Scouting experience while encouraging them to follow the values and standards of the 

program. 

The Scout uniform is an important part of Scouting. It promotes a sense of belonging, equality, 

and pride in being part of something bigger than ourselves. However, uniforming is also one 

https://onscouting.org/2026/07/27/sign-me-up/
http://scoutingevent.com/127-105552
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/eb61f82c-f9eb-4d33-b991-30e1a261728e@fd9008a0-7846-4989-a4c5-77cfad3f7e4e
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61589731284777
http://www.instagram.com/leaderadvocate
https://www.facebook.com/CommissionersOfScoutingAmerica
https://www.instagram.com/ncstinsta/


 

 

part of a much larger program focused on character development, leadership, service, and 

adventure. 

Start with a conversation. Ask the troop leaders about their uniforming approach and listen to 

understand their perspective. There may be practical reasons behind their decision, such as 

cost, availability, activity needs, or a desire to make the program more accessible to families. 

Share the benefits of the complete Scout uniform and the importance of following the Guide to 

Awards and Insignia and official uniform guidelines. Encourage the troop to work toward 

improved uniforming in a positive way rather than making it a point of conflict. 

If the troop is otherwise providing a strong Scouting program, engaging youth, and living the 

Scout Oath and Law, focus on building a relationship and helping them improve over time. 

Commissioners are coaches and mentors, not enforcers. And, definitely not the uniform police. 

A great question to ask is: “How can we help your Scouts take pride in wearing the uniform?” 

Sometimes the best path forward is helping the unit find solutions that work for their families 

while moving them closer to the ideals of Scouting. 

 

You have questions? Commissioners have answers! 

Reach out by email: commissionerserviceteam@scouting.org  
 

 

 

mailto:commissionerserviceteam@scouting.org
https://www.facebook.com/scouting.america/
https://x.com/boyscouts
https://www.instagram.com/ncstinsta/
https://www.youtube.com/user/BSA100years

