College of Commissioner Science Degree Requirements

Degree Prerequisites and Criteria

The Prerequisites, Course Requirements and Performance criteria are listed for each of the three degrees. Since a Thesis or Project is required for the Doctorate Degree, the thesis or project criteria are provided after the Doctorate Degree requirement page.

NOTE: A person may participate in the college training without having the prerequisites, but no degree will be awarded until all of the requirements are met. It is up to the student to notify the Dean of the College with the necessary proof of completion to be credited with the appropriate degree.

Bachelor of Commissioner Science Degree (BCS)
A. Prerequisites

1. Current registration as a Commissioner

2. Current BSA Youth Protection Training certificate

3. Complete Commissioner Orientation if new to Commissioner Service. 


(See the Commissioner Training on the National BSA website for recommendations.)

4. Complete Commissioner Basic Training listed on the Commissioner Training page.

B. Course Requirements

1. Complete a minimum of seven courses of instruction

2. Five must be from the Bachelor Degree level training

C. Commissioners Performance

1. Approval of Council Commissioner, or assigned Assistant Council Commissioner

2. Approval of Council Scout Executive or Council Staff Adviser for Commissioner Service

Master of Commissioner Science Degree (MCS)
A. Prerequisites

1. Current registration as a Commissioner

2. Current BSA Youth Protection Training certificate

3. Bachelor of Commissioner Science Degree

4. The Commissioner Arrowhead Honor

B. Course Requirements

1. Complete a minimum of seven additional courses of instruction at the Master Degree level.

C. Commissioner Performance

1. Approval of Council Commissioner, or assigned Assistant Council Commissioner

2. Approval of Council Scout Executive or Council Staff Adviser for Commissioner Service.

Doctor of Commissioner Science Degree (DCS)
Note that earning the Doctor of Commissioner Science Degree does not automatically qualify you to receive the Doctorate of Commissioner Service Knot Award. 

A. Prerequisites

1. Current registration as a Commissioner

2. Current BSA Youth Protection Training certificate

3. Master of Commissioner Science Degree

4. Awarded the Commissioner Key

B. Course Requirements

1. Complete a minimum of ten additional courses of instruction for a total of twenty-four

2. At least five of the twenty-four must be from the Doctorate Degree level training.

3. Courses may not have previously been counted toward other college degrees.

C. Thesis or Project

1. This can be on any topic related to Commissioner Service.

2. The topic must be preapproved by the Dean of the College, the Dean of the Doctorate level program, or the Doctoral Review Committee.

3. Complete the thesis or project using the approved format as determined by the college.

D. The completed thesis or project must be approved by the Doctoral Review Committee (see below). If a review committee is not used, at a minimum the Council Commissioner and the College Dean need to make the approval.

E. Commissioner Performance

1. Serve for at least one year on the College of Commissioner Science Staff (instructor or support staff), or work with training support for commissioners for at least one year

2. Approval of the Dean of the College, or Staff Adviser for Commissioner Service
3. Approval of Council Commissioner, or assigned Assistant Council Commissioner
4. Approval of your Council Scout Executive or Council Staff Adviser for Commissioner Service.
 Doctorate of Commissioner Science Knot Award    

The purpose of this knot is to recognize the completion of a standardized  program of studies plus the  requirements listed here. 

The objective of this knot is to provide councils an opportunity to recognize commissioners for 

their tenured service, their involvement in learning more about delivery of quality Scouting, and 

their involvement in support of others. 

Note:   The completion of the Doctor Degree of Commissioner Science does not automatically qualify a commissioner for this award knot.  All requirements below for the knot must be met. There are only two additional unique  requirements to earn this award:  Tenure and Recruiting. 

Minimum Requirements for this award 


A. Tenure 



1. Serve as a Commissioner for a minimum of 5 years.  (Years need not be consecutive) 



2. This service can be in one or more roles or positions Commissioner of service               


B. Training – successfully complete the following 



1. Bachelor of Commissioner Science Degree (BCS) 



2. Master of Commissioner Science Degree (MCS) 



3. Doctorate of Commissioner Science Degree (DCS), including Thesis or Project     
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C. Recruiting 



1. Recruit or assist in recruiting at least three new Commissioners


D. Final Approval 



1. Approval of Council or assigned Assistant Council Commissioner 



2. Approval of your Council Scout Executive or Council Staff Adviser for Commissioner 




Service. 

Grandfather or Sunset Clause                     

Since the key requirement of this award is tied to an approval of a Thesis or Project that is only earned once, this award is retroactive for individuals who have completed other requirements prior to the approval of this award in 2008. This clause applies for the previous 10 years which would be after 1998.  Any commissioner who meets these requirements would need to list any courses they have completed previously and then complete their thesis or project to apply for this award.  

Award Qualifying Certification 

The council certifies that the individual has met all of the requirements to earn the Doctorate of 

Commissioner Science Award and should make the presentation at a public gathering to gain recognition for the individual being honored. 

Recognition 

This award knot and certificate may be ordered through Boy Scouts of America. 
