Proposal for: 

Scouting—The Positive Alternative

To:
Company/Foundation Name

Address

By the (Name of Council),

Boy Scouts of America

Address

City, State. Zip Code
(date)
Date

(Foundation Name)
Address

Dear Name:

On behalf of the (Name of Council), Boy Scouts of America, I want to express our appreciation for the opportunity to share information about the Scouting movement with Foundation Name. With all the negative influences that plague our youth, it is important to have programs such as Scouting to instill values in young people and in other ways prepare them to make ethical choices over their lifetime.

We invite the Foundation Name to join us as partners through a grant of $ amount to support # youth who otherwise would not benefit from the valued-based program of Scouting. Your gift will truly make a difference in our youth today and our community tomorrow. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

enclosures

NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED
Perhaps as never before, American society is in a state of flux and change. Throughout every racial, cultural, and economic segment, we are experiencing continuing and significant changes in our communities, our family structures, and most importantly, in our parent-child relationships. For years, sociologists have been telling of a destructive trend weaving its way through each of these vital societal elements. This trend is a decline in the amount of time, attention, and guidance given by parents and other caring adults to our youth. Efforts to make ends meet in often fast-paced and demanding lifestyles too frequently result in the loss of positive role models for our children. In addition, many youth are being forced to assume significant personal responsibility at very early ages. The final outcome is manifested by deteriorating values, feelings of alienation, and often damaging antisocial behavior.

There is a battle of significant consequence taking place in the lives of boys in America today. In simple terms, it is the struggle between RIGHT AND WRONG. A recent study conducted by Louis Harris and Associates indicated that the proportion of boys in America today choosing to do what is wrong is alarmingly high. Even basic values such as honesty and showing common respect for others seem to be the exception rather than the rule.

The results of this study indicate that our nation’s youth are struggling with ethical and moral decisions. These difficulties only increase with age. Therefore, the need for reinforcing and rewarding strong moral standards and providing positive role models at a young age is more important than ever before.

Solution

This is where Scouting can make a visible difference in the lives of our young leaders of tomorrow. The Boy Scouts of America strives to identify men and women for leadership positions who hold strong family values so that parents can continue to confidently place their youth under our guidance. Scouting helps young men develop strong moral values that stay with them throughout their lives. This is particularly true for boys who stay in Scouting for five or more years. More than eight out of 10 adult men (%) who were Scouts as boys agree that the values I learned in Scouting continue to be very important to me.

The mission statement of the Boy Scouts of America encompasses serving others by helping to instill values in young people and in other ways, prepare them to make ethical choices during their lifetime in achieving their full potential. 

The purpose of Boy Scouts of America, incorporated on February 8, 1910, and chartered by Congress in 1916, is to provide an educational program for boys and young adults to build character, to train in the responsibilities of participating citizenship, and to develop personal fitness. The Boy Scouts of America is the only youth organization chartered by Congress as an educational program.

A Scout is reverent. All Scouts show this by being faithful in their duty to God. The Boy Scout Oath states, “On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; To help other people at all times; To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.”
While various activities and youth groups teach basic skills and promote teamwork, Scouting encourages children to achieve a deeper appreciation of others in their communities, including peers, parents, and other adults. Early in their Scouting experience, boys learn the value of serving others.

Conservation has been an integral part of the program of the Boy Scouts of America. The BSA has been a positive force in conservation and environmental efforts. Scouts have rendered distinguished public service by helping to conserve wildlife, energy, forests, soil, and water. Past generations of Scouts have been widely recognized for undertaking conservation Good Turn action projects in their local communities The Conservation Good Turn is an opportunity for Scouts to join with conservation or environmental organizations to carry out a Conservation Good Turn in their home communities.

Program Summary
The Boy Scouts of America is comprised of several different programs that were designed to meet the interest and needs of ALL youth. Currently, we are serving # youth in our council. The following is a summary of the council l programs:
Tiger Cubs---A school-year program for first-grade (or 7-year-old) boys and their adult partners that stresses simplicity, shared leadership, learning about the community, and family understanding.

Cub Scouts---A family and home-centered program for boys in the second through fifth grade (or 8- 9- and 10-year-olds). Fourth-and-fifth- grade (or 10-year-old) boys are called Webelos Scouts (We’ll Be Loyal Scouts) and participate in more advanced activities that begin to prepare them to become Boy Scouts. Cub Scouting’s emphasis is on quality programs at the local level, where the most boys and families are involved.

Boy Scouts--- An exciting and more popular program of the Boy Scouts of America for boys ages 11-18, it teaches important life skills in an outdoor environment, with mentoring and peer groups.

Varsity Scouting---An active, exciting program for young men 14 through 17 built around five program fields of emphasis: advancement, high adventure, personal development, service, and special programs and events.

Exploring---Designed for young men and women ages 14 (who have completed the eighth grade) through 20 to gain insight into a variety of programs that offer leadership training, fitness, outdoor, service, and career hands-on experiences. Exploring promotes the conditions necessary for the growth and development of adolescent youth.

Funding Request
Currently, it costs $ amount per year to put a boy through the Scouting program. We invite (Name of Funder) to join us as partners through a grant of $ amount in support of # youth who would benefit tremendously from such a value based, positive program as Scouting. Your gift will truly make a difference in our youth today and our community tomorrow. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
