
Accessible Scout materials all in one place!
Scouting is a rich and rewarding life experience. 
One important part of becoming a Scout is reading
Scout books and manuals. From hiking and camping
to reading and citizenship, Scouting materials
provide valuable lessons. Through a partnership
with Bookshare®, Scouts, unit leaders, and parents
with qualified print disabilities can get accessible
versions of their Scouting materials all in one place!

Bookshare is an online library of accessible 
e-books that allows readers with print disabilities to
listen to books, see words and hear them read as they
are highlighted on a screen, read in Braille, and
much more! Bookshare has more than 100,000
books, including Scout materials, which can be read
on desktop computers, laptops, Apple iPads,
iPhones, iPod touches, MP3 players, and other
assistive technology. Memberships are FREE for U.S.
students; non-students will get a $25 waiver for their
setup fee and pay just $50 annually. All members
receive free reading software.  

Access Scout Materials with Bookshare
Using Bookshare:
n Helps Scouts, unit leaders, and parents to read
n Provides easy access to Scout publications all 

in one place
n Helps Scouts keep pace with their peers
n Makes Scouting more accessible and meaningful

Open the World of Scouting! 
Bookshare gives access anytime to:

n FREE memberships for all U.S. students of any
age with qualified print disabilities

n $25 setup fee waiver for non-students (use promo
code: SCOUTS)

n Extensive collections of books and periodicals:

- Scouting merit badge pamphlets and manuals.
- A large collection of children’s books and

literature, even for young readers.
- A wide selection of newspapers and magazines.
- Textbooks for elementary school, high school,

college, and graduate school.

n Digital books that can be read using a computer,
most assistive reading devices, Apple iPad,
iPhone, and iPod touch, or converted to an 
MP3 format.

n FREE assistive software for multi-modal reading
- (synchronized text and audio): Victor Reader

Soft from HumanWare and Read:OutLoud from
Don Johnston (PC and Mac).

“Cub Scouts and Boys Scouts has been a wonderful environment for my son, who has a
print disability. Having the material tailored to someone like himself will be wonderful.”

— Cecile Seth; ASM, Troop 63

For Scouts

Bookshare in Scouting

 



How Do You Get Started with Bookshare?

n Sign up for Bookshare: Visit www.bookshare.org and select “Individual Membership” under “Sign Up
Today!” Make sure to use promo code: SCOUTS.

n Download and install free reading tools from the “Reading Tools” section under “Getting Started” on the
Bookshare website.

n Find Scout books by searching or browsing for books on the Bookshare website.

n Tell your child’s teacher about Bookshare! Schools join Bookshare for free, and your child can get books,
including textbooks, at school. Have your school sign up at www.bookshare.org.

Questions?

Need more information on membership, training, or anything else, please visit www.bookshare.org for more
information; or email specific questions using www.bookshare.org/contactUs.

Who Is Eligible for Bookshare?

The Benetech Initiative
480 S. California Avenue, Suite 201
Palo Alto, CA 94306-1609
tel: (650) 644-3400 fax: (650) 475-1066
www.bookshare.org

Disability Description Examples of Certifying 
Professionals

Visual Impairment (VI) Blind or low vision.

Physical Disability (PD) A disability that affects
one’s ability to read print,
such as the inability to hold
a book or turn pages.

Learning or Reading Severe enough learning
Disability (LD) that affects disability with a 
the ability to read print. physical basis.

School Affiliated:
Teacher of the visually impaired
Special Education teacher
Learning disability specialist
School psychologist
Resource specialist

Medical Professionals:
Family doctor
Ophthalmologist
Optometrist
Physical therapist
Neurologist
Psychiatrist
Clinical psychologist

Other Certification:
Certification with RFB&D
Certification from the NLS
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